
On Friday October 29th, 2021 a Program Council meeting was held.  A lunch followed 
by discussion at a Board Member’s home. 
 

All Committee Chairs attended with the exception of Hospitality which was represented 
by its co-Chair. 
 

We met for several hours and each Chair spoke about their committee’s work, progress, 
challenges due to COVID-19.   
 

It was a very interactive discussion with ideas and suggestions across Committees’ 
lines.   
 

There is work to be done in recruiting members and leadership.   
 

It was a positive meeting and the format was very well received.   All agreed to meet 
quarterly with a similar approach -- a simple lunch or a pot luck dinner with discussion 
and sharing ideas. 
 

Synopsis from MBM’s notes 

 

Kathleen Ismail - SEJ  
 

Submitted a three-page report: 
 

SOCIAL & ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 2021 PROGRAM COUNSEL MEETING ANNUAL REPORT  

The following is a report for our UUFB community regarding the activities of the SEJ Committee this calendar year. 
As for all of us, COVID impacted our work in several ways. First, due to social distancing requirements, we had no in 
person meetings, did little in person work with the organizations we support; and we had fewer donations, since 
UUFB was unable to have our standard fundraising events, such as our auctions. However, we still met most months, 
via Zoom, except for a few during the summer. We did financially support some of the giving organizations that we 
have supported in the past.   See our report below:  

 
SEJ COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Barbara Banus, Beth Moon, Betty Chamlee-Miller, Caren Ross, David Grim, Kate & David Hudson, Kate Joy& Tim 
Joy, Kathleen Ismail, Rev. Lori Hlaban (non-voting member), Peggy Reider and Warren Slesinger. 

ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT & SEJ LIAISON  

1. CitizensClimateLobby                 Kate Hudson (Tim Joy) 

2. Family Promise                           Barb Banus 
3. Hopeful Horizons                     Caren Ross 
4. Low Country Pride                   TBD 

 
5. Marshview Farm                             Betty Chamlee Miller 
6. Penn Center                                   Barb Banus 
7. Planned Parenthood                       Caren Ross 



8. Second Helpings                            Dave Grim, Kate Joy & Tom Hlaban (truck) 
9. Thumbs Up                                     Kathleen Ismail 
10.Walk for Water/Water Mission       Kate Hudson (back up:  Peggy Reider) 

SEJ FINANCES  

 
1  

ACTIVITIES OF ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT  
 

 
1)   Citizens Climate Lobby --Much activity has taken place on climate change under President Biden. Some UUFB 
members have been writing monthly to our political representatives to encourage them to vote on bills which protect 
our planet.  

2)  Family Promise  -- continues to support its needy families with food and accommodations during these challenging 
COVID times. Most are provided hotel rooms and clients are receiving virtual counseling from professional 
counselors.  

3)  Hopeful Horizons Like Family Promise, is now only at 50% occupancy due to social distancing concerns. Therefore, 
many clients are currently in hotels and receiving food, shelter and virtual counseling.  

4)  Marshview Farms  --  has had a Cooked Meals Program since April 17, 2020, thanks to funders (including UUFB), 
community volunteers, part-time staff, caterers, servers and drivers. Food is prepared, served and delivered a total of 
26,500 meals to members of the St. Helena Island & Beaufort communities. They continue to serve families each 
month.  

5)  Penn Center  --  farmer’s markets and its facilities (museum etc.) are now open to the public. They are also 
offering weekly food delivered by Second Helpings.  

6) Planned Parenthood -- This year has been very challenging for Planned Parenthood, such as the bill passed in Texas 
which prevents abortions after 6 weeks. Fortunately, the South Carolina bill, SB-1, signed in February was taken to 
court and blocked. Therefore, abortions are still legal in SC. However, Gov. McMaster appealed the courts injunction, 
which will be reviewed by the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of appeals in December. Planned Parenthood of South Atlantic 
(VA, WVA SC, NC) saw 46,000 patients this year on a variety of medical issues. Only 2% were related to abortion.  

7)  Second Helpings -- is serving food and Tom Hlaban is leading a small team of members and friends who have 
resumed driving the Second Helpings trucks to deliver food to the needy who visit the local centers each day.  



8)  Thumbs Up -- Although Thumbs Up is not currently tutoring children in their center during Covid, they are 
supporting them and their families in other ways: food cards, emotional counseling, intervention when facing eviction, 
helping them apply for rent assistance, helping them get vaccines, providing school supplies, food, medicines, etc., 
as needed. These are families that live “on the edge,” and because many need after school care for their children, 
Thumbs Up is currently planning to open up in mid-October with staff only and no volunteers. Current employees are: 
Director, Professional teacher & counselor, and STEM teacher one day per week. They plan to invite volunteers back 
for one-on-one counseling as soon as it is deemed “safe”.  

9. WalkforWater Water Mission -- UUFB was a Bronze Star contributing to Walk for Water this year.  However, all 
walks were held either virtually and/or in small groups due to COVID,   Seer the Walk for Water Facebook page 
thanking us once again for our donation. 

Next SEJ Meeting  

1. Our next SEJ Zoom meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 10th, at 5:30pm EST.  

****** 

 

Grateful that Tim Joy agreed to take over from Kate Hudson for the Citizens Climate 
Lobby. 
The Committee will be meeting for the first time in person, since COVID, in November. 
Spoke about Planned Parenthood, particularly in Texas, having an image program, 
while a very small percentage (2-3%) is abortion related.   Women’s health is their 
primary service. 
Proud that other community groups took UU SEJ’s lead re community outreach. 
 

Grateful that Tim Joy agreed to take over from Kate Hudson for the Citizens Climate 
Lobby. 
The Committee will be meeting for the first time in person, since COVID, in November. 
Spoke about Planned Parenthood, particularly in Texas, having an image program, 
while a very small percentage (2-3%) is abortion related.   Women’s health is their 
primary service. 
Proud that other community groups took UU SEJ’s lead re community outreach. 
 

Dave Hudson - Worship 

 

They have lost members but are a strong/small core with a need to expand. 
Their committee consists of Kathy F, Griff G., Dave H., Hoffmans, Beth M. (who is 
tapering off her participation), Jay W. (not active) and Carole G. 
 

Need more member participation in Sunday Services -- share worship service. 
Wishes the Worship Team had more participation in regular Sunday services.   
 

The Worship Team has been discussing resources available re Rev. Lori’s vacation and 
sabbatical.    22+ Services must be organized and we cannot afford outside speakers at 
a rate of $315.   Dave said he would present the challenge to the Worship Team for the 
Sabbatical.   Need rotation of leaders for services. 
Heavy opportunity of members giving a talk or sermon.  OLLI Speakers.  Nearby 
ministers.  Fifth Sunday recipient organizations speak on the Fifth Sunday.  SEJ 
partners in the community.   Members of the Program Council said they thought the 



Sundays where a question was asked of the attendees (sometimes breakout groups) 
and then discussion (more congregation participation) were interesting, i.e., made 
people think and interact. 
Role of Service Leader:  Introduce the topic then open up for comments and 
questions.  First person proposes the conflict/question/issue. What do you think?  What 
can we do about it? 

Mentoring goes both ways -- minister and members.   Mentioned the “Homiletical Plot” 
as being a book that made a large impression on him. 
 

Need to explore conflict and issues (overall). 
 

Dave suggested a mentoring program to help recruit new members.   
 

Betty Chamlee Miller -- Nominating  
  
         Nominating Committee is one of two committees and a Trust named and structured 
through the present UUFB Bylaws. The Ministerial Search Committee is the other committee. 
 

         The present makeup of the Nominating Committee is Chair Betty Chamlee Miller, Grace 
Drake, Evelyn Caldwell, and as required by UUFB Bylaws, the Minister and the Immediate Past 
President of the Board, both who serve as non-voting ex-officio members. Jennifer Rhodes 
served on the Nominating Committee as the fourth elected member until she resigned because 
of a move out of town. At least three elected members are required by UUFB Bylaws. 
 

         Nominating Committee duties are almost entirely seasonal, as the slate of new UUFB 
Board members, new nominee(s) for the Endowment Trustees and the Nominating Committee 
itself are all required by UUFB Bylaws to be ready for publication to the UUFB membership not 
less than two weeks in advance of the Annual Meeting. 
 

         Finding new candidates for elected offices can be challenging in a small fellowship because 
some positions, such as Healthy Congregations Team, require that members hold no other 
major leadership positions. 
 

         This fall (2021), it appears that two new Board candidates will be required, as most who 
are eligible to be re-elected are willing to serve another term. Also, the Nominating Committee 
requires a replacement for a member rotating off, and the Chair feels a fourth member of the 
Committee is desirable in case we lose a member mid-year as happened recently. Also, the one 
Endowment Trustee whose first term concludes on December 31 is eligible to serve a second 
term. 
  
        The Nominating Committee intends to submit the slate to the UUFB Board shortly. 
  
Usman Ismail -- Stewardship Committee 
 



This committee had a Co-Chair in the past.  In the past, Stewards on the committee 
would contact up to 6 families to personally contact to listen to any comments / 
questions / issues within the congregation and to “Ask” for their pledge of 
support.  Cottage meetings this year were not successful, very sparsely attended.   Feel 
people are tired of Zoom meetings. 
 

The current Chair is enjoying this challenging position. Mailed pledges to 68 members. 
Already 22 members of the UU Community has responded.  20 households have 
pledged and 2 have advised they will not be pledging.   
 

Jean Griffith -- Financial Advisory Committee  
 

The purpose of the Financial Advisory Committee is identified in its mission 
statement.   Since it is purely advisory, its function is to analyze and make 
recommendations to the board for a specific direction in matters affecting the 
fellowship's finances - thus eliminating the minutia required for the board to reach an 
informed decision. 
 

During 2021 the following actions, reports and or/recommendations were made to the 
board: 
            Conducted a financial audit of year end 2020.  
            Evaluated and recommended against UUFB's participation in the Federal Covid 
Protection Program -  
            Evaluated and recommended for the continuation of UUFB's annual fair share 
contribution to UUA 

            Evaluated and recommended against investment of operating funds into the 
stock market 
 

All of the above are discussed more fully in FAC minutes for 2021.   Also, on the 
website.    
 

Griff Griffith - Membership 

 

Members include:  Griff G, Chair, Ellen K., Walter G., Evelyn C., Diane S., JW E. 
 

Goals:   Attract members, retain members, contribute to unity, cohesiveness of the 
Fellowship. 
 

Worked with JW Eads on the new sign project.   
Working with the Audio-Visual Task Force which Jinny E. Is heading. 
 

Committee discussed viability/options of Advertising.  Hope to have something in the 
Island News.  Mentioned Facebook advertising which can target audiences.  NPR for 
special speakers or events. 
 

Launching Unman Affinity Group to possibly attract people who are “nones”   



 

UUFB has lost membership.  103 at its peak now less than 68, only half of 68 are 
active. 
 

Questioned:   How do we make ourselves known has a liberal spiritual followship with a 
social / service conscience. 
 

Need to use “key” works for on-line searches. 
 

Committee sponsored the recent social get-together on the Bluff which was well 
attended.  
 

When UUFB is opened fully would like to endorse events/movies on a regular basis. 
 

JW Eads offered that we could use the Fellowship Hall for special meetings of UUFB 
and outreach to the community.  We can figure out how to use our facility for groups like 
the League of Women Voters, Indivisible. 
 

Suggestion from group to have decals or stencils on wall of Fellowship Hall with simple 
tag lines which would pique the interest of visitors, e.g., inherent worth and dignity…. 
 

Kathleen Ismail offered to join the Membership Committee to help in their efforts.  
 

Julia Peters and Pauline Mejia -- Hospitality 

 

Tom H., Rev. Lori, Betty C.M. Have been great in keeping the kitchen in good 
order.  There are no plans to open the kitchen until we are meeting in person. 
 Pauline M. Was not able to attend but sent an update. 
 
Hospitality Update 10/2021 

It has been almost 18 months since the kitchen has been open on Sundays. Julia provided brown bag 
lunches outside of the Fellowship Hall one Sunday a few months ago. Over the course of this time 
Reverend Lori, Tom and Betty has come to clean out the refrigerator multiple times. Thank you, Betty, 
for coming and doing a wonderful job in keeping the kitchen spic and Span. 

At this time there is no plan for the kitchen to be open. Once in person service is available decisions to 
open will be discussed. 

Julia and I have talked about simplifying what food and drinks will be provided after service.  

Respectfully submitted 

Julia Peters and Pauline Mejia 

 

Julia Peters and Pauline Mejia -- Care Committee 

 



Julia concern was that the Care Team does not get the information when members 
have a need and proposed to contact the Neighborhood Committee members to 
attempt better communication. 
 

Also expressed a need for new people.    
 

Pauline M. Was not able to attend but sent an update. 
 

CARE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The last in-person meeting for the care committee was July of 2020. We have not had in person 
or zoom meetings since then. The Coronavirus has impacted our ability to have meetings as 
well as our ability to have service.   

The purpose of that meeting was to brainstorm on how to improve one of our church 
members’ living conditions. As many of you are aware the church member is now in a state run 
home receiving 24-hour care. 

We have lost church member Marge Jarvis to coronavirus and we had another member 
contract Coronavirus which required monoclonal antibiotics.  Members in our congregation 
have lost family, friends and acquaintances to this virus.  

Over the course of the last 18 months there have been hospitalizations for infections, surgeries 
and outpatient services.  To the best of my knowledge our members are improving. One 
member is now a resident of Summit Place Memory Care and my sister is now a patient of Hospice.  

Julia and I would really appreciate the team captains and congregation members to let us know of any 
concerns that may need attention. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Julia Peters and Pauline Mejia 

 

JW and Jinny Eads -- Facilities 

Members:   JW E., Jinny E. And Frank A. 

Reported facilities are in decent shape.    There is some painting and door replacement that is 
still on the “to do” list. 

As requested by the Board (last month’s meeting), JW E. Is getting quotes for the HVAC 
replacement in the Fellowship Hall. 

Advised JW & Jinny will be out of town from May through September and there is a need to 
hire lawn care and power washing services. 

Would like to have Cleanup Days where other members can participate (when we are fully 
opened). 



Should use the Fellowship Hall for social gatherings of UUFB and for the community.   The 
Sanctuary should be kept as our spiritual center.   

********************************************************************* 

One general Idea the group had was to add Committee members on the UUFB Directory. 

 


