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Minister’s Report 
September, 2021 
 
My last report to the Board was in June! I can hardly believe summer is over and we’re 
about to begin a new program year.  
 
UUFB Community 
 
I’m sure you’re all aware that we went back to in-person worship services, and mostly 
in-person meetings in June. That worked through Aug. 22, 2021. On the 
recommendation of the Reopening Task Force we’ve returned to Zoom worship, and are 
asking committees to carefully consider how they’re meeting. Most committees (I 
believe) are opting for Zoom meetings at this time. 
 
As was reported in an email Notice of Passing and the Headline News, we’ve lost 
another Founding Member, with the passing of Marge Jarvis. Messages of condolence 
can be sent to Herb Jarvis at 1800 Franke Dr., Apt. 208 Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. I 
understand Marge’s daughters will be in charge of planning any memorial service they 
might hold, which will be at some future date due to COVID.  
 
Pastoral Care 
 
As always, much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or 
private meetings – and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are 
privy to information which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
As asked, I continue to keep a log of contacts. Between May 1 to September 1, I’ve 
made 19 pastoral phone calls, sent 4 pastoral emails, communicated via text message 
once, and talked in person twice. I also send one condolence card. The majority of 
these contacts were in August. The pandemic has been stressful for a number of 
members, and I’m making an effort currently to reach out to some we haven’t heard 
from for awhile. 
 
Worship: Over the summer our Fabulous Worship Team™ provided a great line up of 
in-person worship services! Their series on “What We Leave Behind” concluded August 
22nd.  
 
We returned to worship on Zoom August 29th with my service on “Nurturing Hope.” I’m 
currently planning our water service on September 12th, and looking forward to 
exploring the themes Dave Hudson and I set for our UUFB worship services this year. 
 
Nicolas Ashford’s job has expanded to managing technology for us on Sunday 
mornings, both via Zoom and in the Sanctuary.  
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We now have wifi in the Sanctuary! Hargray was unable to complete the installation – 
there’s one more piece of equipment to install. In the meantime, they are not charging 
us for the service until that equipment is installed. 
 
 
Professional Development & Upcoming 

• I attended Ministry Days and General Assembly at the end of June. Both were 
virtual events. 

• I was on vacation June 28-July 17; then on study leave from August 1-21. 
• I will be representing UUFB at the installation of Rev. Debra Guthrie as the first-

ever settled minister at the UU Fellowship in Aiken, SC on Saturday, October 16, 
2021.  

• I plan to attend the SEUUMA Fall Gathering at The Mountain November 8-11, 
2021. 

 
Sabbatical Request 
 
As you may know, my letter of agreement includes provisions for a sabbatical leave 
sometime after my fourth year with UUFB. Each year of service I accrue a month of 
sabbatical time. I began my sixth year of service with UUFB on August 1, 2021. 
 
I’m asking for a sabbatical leave to be granted in the amount of five months’ time, to 
begin in April, 2022. I plan to use this time for personal renewal and study. I hope, 
pending the status of the pandemic, to include going on a spiritual pilgrimage. This is 
the Camino de Santiago in Spain, an ancient route followed by spiritual pilgrims (known 
as peregrinos) for centuries. There are a number of routes, though I plan to follow the 
most commonly traveled, which is about 500 miles from the border of Spain and France 
to Santiago. If you’ve seen the movie “The Way” with Martin Sheen, this is the 
pilgrimage Sheen’s character follows in the film.  
 
There are preparations to make to ensure the smooth running of the Fellowship in my 
absence. I hope you will grant the sabbatical so I can begin those in earnest.  
 
Thank you. 

 
Future Plans: COVID-19 
 
Reopening Task Force 
 
The Task Force met on August 24, 2021. Observing the current surge in COVID 
numbers, the Task Force recommended suspending in person worship again. We know 
many of our members and friends are vaccinated. We also know that in person services 
are open to the public, and we are not controlling who attends or inquiring of visitors’ 
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vaccination status. We also know that vaccinated people can be infected by, and infect 
others with, the Delta variant. We also observed that the average number of cases per 
day here in Beaufort County puts us in the “severe risk” category according to 
CovidActNow and other COVID trackers. The situation continues to be monitored. 
 
I’m grateful for the work of the Task Force.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Lori Hlaban 

 


