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Minister’s Report 
October, 2021 
 
UUFB Community 
 
As I write this, we’re still holding services via Zoom, and encouraging committees to 
meet via Zoom – or at least offer a Zoom option. The Fellowship Hall is not as well 
ventilated as the Sanctuary, FYI.  
 
The Membership Committee continues to look for ways to help members and friends 
connect! They planned a gathering on the bluff for September which was rained out. 
This will be tried again Friday, Oct. 15th from 5-7pm (this was the rain date). 
 
Chair Yoga has returned! Kathy Folsom is leading this popular class online for now. 
 
Book Discussion beginning Oct. 6th! I’ll be leading a discussion of the 2020 UUA 
Commission on Institutional Change report, Widening the Circle of Concern. Discussion 
will be Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, using the discussion guide provided by the UUA. We’re 
beginning on Zoom, I hope we will be able to meet in person at some point.  
 
Pastoral Care 
 
As always, much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or 
private meetings – and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are 
privy to information which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
As asked, I continue to keep a log of contacts. Between September 1 and October I had 
nine contacts: 5 calls, 1 Zoom call, 1 in person visit, and 2 email contacts. A couple of 
these contacts occurred as a result of a “clean up the data base & directory” project 
which was undertaken at the request of our Stewardship chair. 
 
Worship:  
 
Worship services in September featured the following. Please note that a special effort 
was made to include members in the Sept 12th service, which was our annual water 
service.  
 
Sept. 5: “Union Made” (Labor Day service) via Zoom 
Sept. 12: “Down to the River” (annual water service) via Zoom 
Sept. 19: “Grateful Spirit” via Zoom 
Sept. 26: This was scheduled to be a lay led Sunday; however the Fabulous Worship 
Team hadn’t met, and the chair was on the road. So we worshipped with the UU 
Congregation of Columbia Maryland.  
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Hargray has completed the installation of wifi equipment in the Sanctuary. Going 
forward I anticipate this will be useful for worship as well as for other purposes. We will 
be able to directly stream occasional special services – such as the General Assembly 
Sunday services – as well as other programs. These might include recordings of Ware 
lectures from past General Assemblies, or online events from the UUA, or even movies 
or TV programs of special interest. 
 
 
Professional Development & Upcoming 
 

• I plan to attend the SEUUMA Fall Gathering at The Mountain November 8-11, 
2021. 

• I’m considering attending a two-day intensive class offered through Union 
Theological Seminary on James Cone’s “The Cross and the Lynching Tree.” 

 
Sabbatical Planning 
 
I’m working on plans to keep UUFB running well while on sabbatical. I’ve got calls in to 
a couple of relatively nearby colleagues about handling emergency pastoral care issues 
(e.g., memorial services). I’m also going to be speaking with the Fabulous Worship 
Team about worship plans soon, as well as working with Nick to identify potential issues 
he may have in my absence. 

 
Future Plans: COVID-19 
 
Reopening Task Force 
 
The Reopening Task Force is meeting on Saturday, Oct. 9th, to look at current data and 
guidelines and consider when to return to in-person services. It’s been a difficult 19 
months, and continues to be as we strive to balance community safety with personal 
desires. 
 
As I write this report, Beaufort County is in the “very high risk” category according to 
CovidActNow and other COVID trackers. The current trend of cases/day/100,000 
population is trending downwards. The situation continues to be monitored. 
 
I’m very grateful for the work of the Task Force.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Lori Hlaban 

 


