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Minister’s Report 
June, 2021 
 
UUFB Community 
 
As I write this, we’re preparing to hold our first in-person worship service since March, 
2020. 
 
I’m not aware of any group meeting in person under the temporary guidelines approved 
by the Board, other than the Connect In Person meetings I held in April and May. At 
this point, I’m encouraging all groups that want to begin meeting in person to also 
always have a way for those who are at a distance or uncomfortable meeting in person 
to attend via Zoom. 
 
If you’re not aware, I attend most committee meetings! In May I attended two 
meetings of the Financial Advisory Committee, as well as the Membership Committee 
meeting, and (of course) the Board meeting. The Social and Environmental Justice 
Committee chose to not meet in May. 
 
I also attended the book group on Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents, by Isabel 
Wilkerson, led by Jan Spencer. Excellent book, and I highly recommend it to you! 
 
Pastoral Care 
 
As always, much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or 
private meetings – and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are 
privy to information which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
As asked, I continue to keep a log of contacts. Between April 1 to May 1, I’ve made 5 
pastoral phone calls, sent 3 pastoral emails, met in person twice. I think there were 
probably a couple others that didn’t get recorded in my list. 
 
Worship: Our online worship services via Zoom wrapped up with the May 30, 2021 
service.  I’m not having much luck finding someone locally who can consult on what we 
need to have in order to continue to provide online worship services, post-pandemic. 
Per Hargray, we’re probably getting internet/WiFi for the Sanctuary in July. I hope we’ll 
be able to begin streaming worship again by August. 
 
Since my last report our services have been: 
May 9 – Bouquet of Humanity (flower service) 
May 16 – Are You a HUUmanist? (worship team) 
May 23 – Telling Our UU Stories 
May 30 – Speaking For the Dead 
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I plan to ask Nicolas Ashford to continue to manage technology for us on Sunday 
mornings.  
 
Worship Chair Dave Hudson and the rest of the Team are hard at work planning our 
summer series, with the theme “What We Leave Behind.” As part of that planning Chris 
Raskind and I met recently with former Beaufort Mayor Billy Keyserling to ask him to 
speak some Sunday in the summer. He’s checking his schedule and will get back to us. 
 
Professional Development & Upcoming 

• The Coastal Clergy Cluster (UU ministers along the SC and GA coast) got started 
meeting again, via Zoom a couple months ago, and this is a good time for 
sharing information and tending collegial relationships with close colleagues and 
the congregations they serve. 

• The local clergy group I attend, the Heretics, has met regularly via Zoom and 
now returned to outdoor in person meetings.  

• As I’ve noted before I’ll be attending Ministry Days and General Assembly at the 
end of June. Both are virtual events, so I’ll be physically here and checking email 
at least twice a day during the events. 

• I’m planning to take vacation/study leave from June 28-July 17; return July 18-
24; then another vacation/study leave from August 1-21. 
 

Future Plans: COVID-19 
 
Reopening Task Force 
 
The last time the Task Force met was on the day the CDC issued new guidance for 
vaccinated people; that is, that vaccinated people could meet in groups unmasked. The 
Task Force and I set the first Sunday of June as the return to in-person worship, with 
the understanding that we will continue to monitor COVID tracking information. 
Personally, I’m interested to see if there’s a small surge in cases two weeks after 
Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Our 2021 budget assumes that we will not be able to return to regular in-person 
worship and meetings through this year. However, we also should begin to receive 
“loose plate” collections when we return to in-person worship. 
 
I’m grateful for the work of the Task Force. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Lori Hlaban 

 


