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Minister’s Report 
May, 2021 
 
UUFB Community 
 
As we continue through this pandemic, our members continue to be in community 
virtually. We are in something of a holding pattern, by necessity. As noted previously, 
it’s not ideal, and some are becoming impatient and anxious, but our virtual 
connections are continuing. 
 
When the Board met last, the interim policy for small group meetings was approved. To 
date, I believe the only small group in person meeting was a “Connect In Person” event 
on Friday, April 30, 2021. Aside from myself, there were four UUFB members who 
attended. We met outdoors under the Sanctuary overhang in front of the building, with 
everyone remaining masked. Many thanks to JW and Jinny Eads who cleared the 
porches of both buildings, as well as the concrete walkway between buildings before 
the meeting. 
 
Pastoral Care 
 
As always, much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or 
private meetings – and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are 
privy to information which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
As asked, I continue to keep a log of contacts. Between April 1 to May 1, I’ve made 5 
pastoral phone calls, sent 2 pastoral emails, met via Zoom once. 
 
Worship: Our online worship services via Zoom are fairly well established by now. I’m 
working on finding someone locally who can consult on what we need to have in order 
to continue to provide online worship services, post-pandemic. 
 
Since my last report our services have been: 
Apr. 4 – Becoming Christ (Easter) 
Apr. 11 – Living in a Poem (worship team) 
Apr. 18 – Celebrating the Earth (Earth Day) 
Apr. 25 – Ministry & Mission 
May 2 – Who Tells the Story 
 
I’m pleased with the addition of Nicolas Ashford as our regular Zoom host. Nick 
manages the slides and any videos we use.  
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Professional Development & Upcoming 
• As I’ve noted before I’ll be attending Ministry Days and General Assembly at the 

end of June. Both are virtual events, so I’ll be physically here and checking email 
at least twice a day during the events. 

• I’m planning to take vacation/study leave from June 28-July 17; return July 18-
24; then another vacation/study leave from August 1-21. As you’re aware, my 
youngest child has been experiencing some serious health challenges. At least 
part of this time away in the summer will be spent assisting him. 
 

Future Plans: COVID-19 
 
Reopening Task Force 
 
As I write this, the Reopening Task Force continues to discuss plans for in person 
worship. 
 
Our 2021 budget assumes that we will not be able to return to regular in-person 
worship and meetings through this year.  
 
So far the Task Force has sent out the congregational survey, and received 47 
responses. We plan on dividing up the names of those who haven’t responded in order 
to make personal phone calls. The Task Force is doing difficult work considering input 
from our members as well as the often-changing guidance offered by the CDC and 
DHEC.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Lori Hlaban 

 


