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Minister’s Report 
March, 2021 
 
UUFB Community 
 
As we continue through this pandemic, our members continue to be in community 
virtually. We are in something of a holding pattern, by necessity. As noted previously, 
it’s not ideal, and some are becoming impatient and anxious, but our virtual 
connections are continuing.  
 
The good news is that a good number of our UUFB members are now fully vaccinated. 
What does that mean for us? I continue to be in conversation with Jim Miller and others 
in our wider Association as best practices around holding safer gatherings develop. 
(There are several Facebook groups that are quite active regarding various aspects of 
worship during COVID-19.)  
 
Pastoral Care 
 
As always, much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or 
private meetings – and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are 
privy to information which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
As asked, I have kept a log of calls and cards sent since the last Board meeting. 
Between Feb. 1 to Mar. 1, I’ve made 2 pastoral phone calls, and sent two pastoral 
emails, and sent one card. 
 
Sadly, Pauline Mejia has come to the decision that she cannot continue serving as Care 
Team Co-chair. I’m contacting others on the Care Team to see if any of them are able 
to move into being co-chair. I also have a couple of ideas for others who might be good 
in this role. 
 
Worship: Our online worship services via Zoom are fairly well established by now. We 
continue to learn new things, and to improve, though there are also occasional glitches. 
I like to think this helps those attending online to feel like they’re still part of a “live” 
service – because they are! 
 
Since my last report our services have been: 
Feb. 14 – “Beloved Friends” 
Feb. 21 – “Side With Love” (a worship service provided by our UUA) 
Feb. 28 – “Drawing the Circle Wider” 
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On Feb. 28th we were joined by 27 people from the Foothills UU Fellowship of Maryville, 
TN. This is the second time we’ve been joined by another congregation for worship. 
This is an opportunity that they – and we – have because of technology! 
 
The Fabulous Worship Team™ has a great service planned for Mar. 7th, then I’ll be back 
in the virtual pulpit through the end of March. Due to the “Reboot” workshop with 
Regional staff scheduled on March 27th, I’m exploring our options to worship with 
another congregation on March 28th, as the Foothills congregation did with us. 
 
Professional Development & Upcoming 

• The Beloved Conversations course work continues, and will soon be wrapping 
up.  

• I’ve registered for UUMA Ministry Days and UUA General Assembly in June.  

Future Plans: COVID-19 
 
COVID is still very present throughout the country, and South Carolina remains in the 
top 5 of states for daily new infections. While vaccines are being distributed, it’s still 
unclear how long it will take to effectively vaccinate enough of the population to curb 
the spread of the virus. As I’ve said before, the vaccination program is still rather 
haphazard.  
 
As previously noted, our 2021 budget assumes that we will not be able to return to 
regular in-person worship and meetings through this year. I’m cautiously optimistic with 
vaccinations taking place that we might be able to resume in-person gatherings this 
coming fall, but we will have to wait and see. We need to remember that our worship 
services are always open to the public. 
 
I’ve begun researching the feasibility of outdoor gatherings, and will have a fuller report 
on that next month. 
 
The UUA website has detailed guidance for congregations on gathering in person 
(including outdoor gatherings) at this link: 
https://www.uua.org/safe/pandemics/gathering-guidance 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Lori Hlaban 

https://www.uua.org/safe/pandemics/gathering-guidance

