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Minister’s Report 
November, 2020 
 
UUFB Community 
 
As we continue through this pandemic, our members continue to be in community 
virtually. We are in something of a holding pattern, by necessity. As noted previously, 
it’s not ideal, and some are becoming impatient and anxious, but our virtual 
connections are continuing. 
 
Our committees continue to meet online, Friday check-ins have resumed though 
attendance fluctuates greatly, the Soul Matters small group began meeting again last 
month.  
 
Hats off to the Auction committee for the successful mini auction!  
 
Building & grounds: Following the recurrence of false alarms, J.W. Eads contacted 
Southern Sentry. The company replaced four faulty sensors in the Fellowship Hall, and 
added another in the foyer of the Fellowship Hall. Hopefully, this will resolve the issues 
we’ve had with old equipment from our previous security company causing false alarms. 
 
Pastoral Care 
 
As always, much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or 
private meetings – and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are 
privy to information which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
While I do make calls to members sometimes, just to check in, I’m grateful when 
someone alerts me to a situation that needs attention.  
 
Pauline Mejia and Julia Peters and the Neighborhood Care Captains continue to be in 
conversation with some members regularly, as well. We’ve had a few members have 
surgery recently, mostly of an outpatient nature.  
 
The Membership Committee recently noted the death of a member, Elizabeth (Betty) 
Tenore, who had been living in a nursing home with dementia. Betty had no family 
here, and there will likely be no local service.  
 
Worship: Our online worship services via Zoom are fairly well established by now. We 
continue to learn new things, and to improve. The Worship Team led a fantastic series 
on anti-racism through the month of July and into August.  
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Following up from last month, the Fall Equinox meditation I wrote for our Mabon 
service in September has been published on the UUA’s Worship Web. 
 
Since my last report our services have been: 
Oct. 11 – “Vote Love, Defy Hate” using material from the UU the Vote program together 
with our own elements. 
Oct. 18 – “Listening to the Ancestors” focusing on lessons from our UU history and 
theology for this time. 
Oct. 25 – “Our Heart’s Own Song” about deep listening for the still, small voice within. 
Nov. 1 – “Going Forward” on finding hope and resilience beyond the election. 
 
On Nov. 8 (still in the future as I write this) we will have a pulpit guest speak about 
healing through writing.   
 
Professional Development & Upcoming 

• I’ve begun the Beloved Conversations course work, which is extensive! I’ve 
completed the first of six lessons, each of which includes a meeting with a small 
group via Zoom, and a large group worship experience. I’ll note here that the 
section I’m participating in is for White Religious Professionals. There are also 
sections for BIPOC (Black, Indigenous People of Color) Religious Professionals, 
and White and BIPOC Laypersons.  

• I will be attending the SEUUMA fall gathering, being held virtually, Nov. 9-12, 
2020. During this time, I will be checking my email and responding to anything 
urgent. I’ll also be available by phone for emergencies. 

• I will also be attending the Southern Region Virtual Assembly on Saturday, Nov. 
14, 2020. 

Future Plans: COVID 
 
As predicted earlier by SC DHEC, the seven-day moving average of cases of COVID-19 
has gone up over the last two weeks, both state wide and in the Lowcountry. This data 
is also shown at the Johns Hopkins University Coronavirus Tracking Center. Nationwide, 
the United States has recently posted daily record numbers of new cases. (SC DHEC no 
longer posts a predictive model on their website.) 

UUFB has been fortunate to not have been impacted greatly as a faith community by 
this disease as others have. Given the demographics of our congregation, I believe 
continuing the suspension of in person activities continues to be warranted. 
 
Our Unitarian Universalist Association has announced General Assembly in June 2021 
will be virtual again, citing COVID concerns. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Lori Hlaban 


