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Minister’s Report 
December, 2020 
 
UUFB Community 
 
As we continue through this pandemic, our members continue to be in community 
virtually. We are in something of a holding pattern, by necessity. As noted previously, 
it’s not ideal, and some are becoming impatient and anxious, but our virtual 
connections are continuing. 
 
We’ve had a couple of significant issues in the Fellowship recently.  
 
ASIC Holiday Display:  
First, as noted in the Headline News, Ancient Sea Island Continuum applied and was 
approved to set up a display on pagan/wiccan holiday celebrations at USCB. This is part 
of a display of several different communities, and sponsored by the Center for Fine Arts. 
When objections were raised, I asked the Healthy Congregation Team to meet with me, 
Stephen Burton, and the UUFB members who were objecting. One of those members 
declined to join the meeting. 
 
It was a good meeting, which helped to clarify much around the display, and the lack of 
readily discernible connection between ASIC and UUFB. I’m happy to discuss this 
further, if you like. 
 
Gift Card Scam: 
Our community had its first – to my knowledge – brush with a nationally known scam 
last week. At least one UUFB member was contacted via email (not text message, 
which was originally reported to me), using an account that had my name in it. The 
member was asked to purchase $1000 in gift cards “for women at the hospital fighting 
breast cancer.” Fortunately, the store where the member attempted to purchase the 
cards has seen this happen before. When a customer tries to purchase a large dollar 
amount of cards the clerks call for the manager. The manager persuaded the member 
to call me to confirm my alleged request, thus saving the member from losing a lot of 
money.  
 
Google doesn’t do much about this. They refer inquiries to a link to the FBI’s Internet 
Crime Complaint Center. I suggested that our member file a complaint, which I believe 
they have.  
 
Another UU colleague in South Carolina let me know that a member of the congregation 
they serve had lost $1000 in the same scam on the same day. Others have reported 
recent attempts to scam members of other, UU and non-UU, congregations in Beaufort, 
in South Carolina, and in Georgia, recently.  
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Pastoral Care 
 
As always, much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or 
private meetings – and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are 
privy to information which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
While I do make calls to members sometimes, just to check in, I’m grateful when 
someone alerts me to a situation that needs attention.  
 
Pauline Mejia and Julia Peters and the Neighborhood Care Captains continue to be in 
conversation with some members regularly, as well.  
 
I’ve been in contact with a few people during the Friday Check In who appreciate the 
time for connection, as well as some others who are just feeling “cooped up” in this 
pandemic. This is an understandable feeling. 
 
Responding pastorally to the person who was nearly victimized in the scam, as well as 
those who promoted – and those who objected to – the ASIC display at USCB has also 
taken much of my time in recent weeks. 
 
Worship: Our online worship services via Zoom are fairly well established by now. We 
continue to learn new things, and to improve. The Worship Team will be responsible for 
the services on the first two Sundays in January, 2021. 
 
Since my last report our services have been: 
Nov. 8 – “Writing to Heal” which I co-led with writer Joanne Nelson. 
Nov. 15 – Annual Transgender Day of Remembrance service, led by the Worship Team 
Nov. 22 – “A Rich Life” featuring a readers’ theater presentation of Byrd Baylor’s The 
Table Where Rich People Sit 
Nov. 27 – “Grace, Gratitude, & Hope” for which we hosted about a dozen members of 
the UU Congregation of Stamford, Connecticut 
Dec. 6 – “Be Still and Know” to introduce the December Soul Matters theme, and 
explore the spiritual practice of Lectio Divina 
 
I will be leading worship through the rest of December, including a Christmas Eve 
service. 
 
Professional Development & Upcoming 

• The Beloved Conversations course work continues.  
• I was not present for the November Board meeting, which coincided with the 

SEUUMA fall gathering. At this gathering I earned another 4 continuing education 
hours toward what is now required for UU ministers. We’re required to complete 
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60 hours every three years, with some specific requirements in anti-racism, anti-
oppression, and boundaries training. 

• I attended the Southern Region Virtual Assembly on Saturday, Nov. 14, 2020, at 
which the late Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson offered opening words. Rev. Johnson was 
a member of the Southern Region staff after retiring from parish ministry. 

• Some months ago I had raised the possibility of my taking my sabbatical 
beginning in April, 2021. At this time it’s clearly not feasible for me to do so. 
 

Future Plans: COVID-19 
 
South Carolina seems to be experiencing the post-Thanksgiving surge in cases of the 
novel coronavirus, with over 2400 new cases reported as of Dec. 7, 2020. Nationally, 
the numbers are much worse, and indoor gatherings are still not recommended. 

Our 2021 budget already assumes that we will not be able to return to regular in-
person worship and meetings through the year. I’m cautiously optimistic with vaccines 
on the way that we may be able to resume such next fall, but we will have to wait and 
see. 
 
As reported earlier, our Unitarian Universalist Association has announced General 
Assembly in June 2021 will be virtual again, citing COVID concerns. The good news is 
that the UUA now knows how to manage a virtual General Assembly for many 
thousands of participants. Further good news is that the cost to register and attend is a 
mere $200.00 – with no additional travel costs. Registration is open already. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Lori Hlaban 


