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Minister’s Report 

March, 2020 

UUFB Community 

• The Membership Committee and the congregation were thrilled to welcome four 
new members during worship on March 1, 2020. 

• A member came to me with an idea on Tuesday, Feb. 11th, to show a fun movie 
in the late afternoon on Friday, Feb. 14th, Valentine’s Day. After a quick check on 
whether the film was covered by our video performance license (it was), I said 
“yes.” I promoted the event in the Headline News; the member gave a few 
people flyers, and we also talked it up to committees and others. The showing 
drew quite a number of people – far more than expected. (Unfortunately, 
nobody thought to actually count how many.) Great event from a little idea, 
executed well! We need more of these! 

• UUFB was represented by a dozen members and friends at the Race4Love on 
Feb. 15, 2020. UUFB friend Brad Beck took third place in the run in his age 
category!  

• Three UUFB members and I attended the annual Habitat for Humanity Volunteer 
Recognition Brunch on Saturday, Feb. 22nd.  

• Three UUFB members and I drove to Columbia, SC to attend the Collective Day 
of Action for Bodily Autonomy on Wednesday, Feb. 19th. The day was sponsored 
by Planned Parenthood in protest of three pieces of legislation currently under 
consideration: one is a ban on abortions after 6 weeks, one bans any form of 
medical treatment for transgender minors, and one requires student athletes to 
compete as the gender listed on their birth certificates. 

Pastoral Care 

Much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or private meetings 
– and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are privy to information 
which needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your consideration and support 
for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
Since the last Board meeting, I’ve had significant pastoral conversations with two 
members and two friends of the Fellowship. 
 
In addition, Pauline Mejia (Care Committee co-chair) and I have worked on educating 
the congregation about measures to help prevent Covid-19 (SARS Corona-2), the 
corona virus. We’ve been checking our communications with Dr. Jim Miller, and keeping 
tabs on information from the CDC, DHEC, and other congregations. We’re working on a 
plan for what we will do if the disease becomes a pandemic and group gatherings are 
discouraged. 
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Worship 

A few highlights in worship since our last Board meeting: 

• We had a cast of many members for a very special African American History 

Month service, based on the book Freedom Over Me by Ashley Bryant on Feb. 

23rd.  

• I began the month of March, with its theme of Wisdom, with an exploration of 

Wisdom Literature from the Christian and Hebrew scriptures.  

Worship Team chair Dave Hudson and I have set up a Zoom appointment with the Rev. 

Kimberley Debus, who is a worship consultant, to explore planning our worship year for 

2020-2021. This next year, the Worship Team will be responsible for the usual one 

Sunday per month, and all the worship services during my four-month sabbatical. We’re 

also making tentative plans for a sermon writing class for members, and a workshop on 

being an effective worship associate for Worship Team members. 

Professional Development & Upcoming 

• I’m two-thirds of the way through the continuing education online class on Trans 
Inclusion in Congregations. This will fulfill the minimum requirement for 6 hours 
every three years in the area of anti-racism, anti-oppression, multiculturalism. 

• I’ve enrolled in a Boundaries Training continuing education course to be held just 
prior to the beginning of Ministry Days/General Assembly in June. This will fulfill 
the minimum requirement for 6 hours every three years in the area of ministerial 
ethics/sexual misconduct prevention/professional boundaries. 

• I’m attending the SEUUMA (Southeast UU Ministers Association) conference at 
The Mountain Retreat & Learning Center March 9-12, 2020, which is why I’m not 
at this meeting of the Board. This is another continuing education opportunity, as 
well as networking and fellowship with other UU ministers in the Southeast 
section of the UUA Southern Region. (I’ll be returning to Beaufort late Friday, 
March 13th.) 

• I’m registered for both UUMA Ministry Days and UUA General Assembly, June 22-
28, 2020. I’ll serve as the ministerial delegate from UUFB to the General 
Assembly. After these events, I intend to be away on study leave and vacation 
for the entire month of July. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Lori Hlaban 
 


