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Minister’s Report 

January, 2020 

UUFB Community 

• In addition Membership Committee to holding its next Connections (Membership) 
class on Sunday, Jan. 26, 2020 from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.; the committee is 
planning a “Souper Salad Potluck” for after the service on Sunday, Feb. 2 (Super 
Bowl Sunday). I’m excited about how this committee is taking the initiative on 
creating fun events for the congregation. 

• The Social and Environmental Justice Committee collected $317.42 for the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, through the Guest at Your Table 
fundraiser. 

• I will be one of several speakers at the Unified Interfaith Community Coalition 
(UICC) “new year” event, to be held Jan. 19, 2020 from 4-5:30 p.m. at 
Tabernacle Baptist Church. This is open to the public and attendees are 
encouraged to bring a dish to pass for a pot luck meal. 

Pastoral Care 

Much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or private meetings 
– and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are privy to information 
which is tender – and needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
Since the last Board meeting, I’ve primarily been in touch with people via email, or had 
brief, casual meetings in the office. This is normal for this time of year. 
 
Worship 

A few highlights in worship since our last Board meeting: 

• The end of December services were somewhat low key. Dec. 22 focused on 

Hanukkah and the Winter Solstice which coincided on the same weekend. Then, 

several members of the Christian Affinity Group graciously participated in the 

Christmas Eve service, at which we had a new high attendance number – nearly 

40 people – including one family of four who came from Hilton Head for a UU 

Christmas Eve service. (The UU Congregation of the Lowcountry in Bluffton 

didn’t have one.) We also took in $270 in the cash offering for Family Promise, 

which I’m told is much appreciated this time of year. 

• The final service of 2019 offered opportunities to symbolically let go of the past, 

as well as set intentions for the new year. We also highlighted a story based on 

the seven principles celebrated in Kwanzaa. December is FILLED with holidays. 
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• Chris Raskind and I are grateful both for the excellent Fabulous Worship Team™ 

who presented the Jan. 5th service – and for Mike Partain who graciously stepped 

in to sub for Chris as she recuperated from surgery.  

• Our “Bring a Friend” Sunday on Jan. 12th brought several newcomers through 

our doors, who will be followed up with by the Membership Committee and me. 

Professional Development & Upcoming 

• I’ve already registered for General Assembly, which will be June 24-28, 2020 in 
Providence, RI. I registered early to take advantage of the “early bird” rate. June 
22-23 I will be attending the UUMA Ministry Days, also in Providence.  

• My online class on Trans Inclusion in Congregations has begun! There are six 
lectures online, plus other reading and resources to access. Participants have 
been put into small groups, with the expectation that we will organize three 
discussions via Skype or Zoom with one another, using discussion questions 
provided by the teachers – who are Alex Kapitan and Mykal Slack of 
Transforming Hearts Collective.  

• Looking far ahead… It’s my intention to take the entire month of July, 2020 off – 
two weeks of vacation and two weeks of study leave.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Lori Hlaban 
 


