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Minister’s Report 

January, 2020 

UUFB Community 

• The Membership Committee and I held a Connections class on January 26, 2020. 
Four people attended, and all joined! A former member has also been reinstated. 
A New Member Welcome during worship is planned for March 1, 2020. 

• The Membership Committee sponsored the highly successful “Souper Salad 
Bowl” potluck after worship on Super Bowl Sunday (Feb. 2, 2020). There was, as 
always, plenty of good food – and plenty of opportunities for good fellowship. 

• The Social and Environmental Justice Committee is a gold level sponsor of the 
Race4Love on Feb. 15, 2020. Several UUFB members and I will be participating. 

• At least a dozen members and friends of UUFB participated in the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day Parade on Jan. 20, 2020. It was a good day for a parade, and a 
number of conversations were had with onlookers. 

• As I write this Ellen Kelley is considering whether to accept appointment to the 
Healthy Congregation Team. She would need to resign as chair of the 
Membership Committee, though this is something she’s been preparing the 
committee for. 

Pastoral Care 

Much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there, or private meetings 
– and is confidential in nature. At times, members of our Board are privy to information 
which is tender – and needs to be treated with care and confidentiality. Your 
consideration and support for members of the congregation is much appreciated. 
 
Since the last Board meeting, I’ve primarily been in touch with people via email. I’m 
keeping tabs on a member who’s experiencing some health issues, who is not asking 
for particular assistance. I’ve also reached out to a couple of long-absent members who 
assure me they’re okay, and missing their participating in the Fellowship. Work 
schedules and family situations are making it difficult for them to attend. I made one 
hospital visit.  
 
Worship 

A few highlights in worship since our last Board meeting: 

• Our MLK Day service on Jan. 19, 2020 featured a number of members who 

voiced excerpts from Dr. King’s “Letter From Birmingham Jail.” It was a joy to 

work with them and members of the Worship Team on this special annual 

service. 

• I’m grateful, as always, for Stephen Burton and members of ASIC who co-led the 

Feb. 2, 2020 service on Imbolc. We are fortunate to have an active pagan 

affinity group which takes their role in the Fellowship seriously. 
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Professional Development & Upcoming 

• I’m one-third of the way through the continuing education online class on Trans 
Inclusion in Congregations. My small group held its first meeting at the end of 
January via Zoom. We’re rotating the convenor role for these meetings, I was 
the convenor for this meeting. This is one of the reasons I choose to get a 
professional Zoom account, rather than work with the free level which limits the 
length of any scheduled online meeting.  

• I’ll be attending the SEUUMA (Southeast UU Ministers Association) conference at 
The Mountain Retreat & Learning Center March 9-12, 2020. This is another 
continuing education opportunity, as well as networking and fellowship with 
other UU ministers in the Southeast section of the UUA Southern Region. Please 
note that this will preclude my attending the March Board meeting. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Lori Hlaban 
 


