
 2017 UUFB Social and Environmental Justice Annual Report 

The UUFB Justice year began in an explosion of energy and participation in the Women’s March 
on Washington in January—more than thirty members and friends of UUFB participated. The 
energy has been sustained locally via Indivisible Beaufort SC which includes many UUFB 
members. The influence is evident in UUFB participation in at least one Lowcountry 
Immigration Coalition rally; an informational meeting with a school board candidate to learn 
more about education in Beaufort County; Planned Parenthood letter writing; the Port Royal 
Walk for Water; July 4th parade participation with Indivisible supporting the proposal to ban the 
distribution of plastic bags at grocery stores. Advocacy 

UUFB members and friends routinely volunteer and make donations to Second Helpings, 
Thumbs Up, and Family Promise. Several men and women deliver unsold food from local 
supermarkets to distribution centers. One of the latter is the Penn Center cafeteria where other 
UUs and Penn Club members, distribute food for 25 or more families in the community every 
Friday. The two groups also funded the repair of steps and the addition of a hand rail at the 
entrance to the cafeteria. Direct Service and Donation 

Five Unitarian Universalists tutor one or two days a week after school at Thumbs Up. The 
parents of the elementary school-age children are unable to help them with their homework due 
to mental challenges, language barriers, or illiteracy. The children arrive about 3 PM. and they 
are served a hot meal about 5 PM before the bus takes them home. This year UUFB also 
arranged for and helped with a Volunteer Thank You Party at the Port Royal Maritime Center. 
Direct Service and Donation 

Twice a week, four times a year, UUFB assists the Sea Island Presbyterian Church with Family 
Promise. Each evening 3-4 volunteers provide the food for dinner; two volunteer hosts handle 
the meal in the early evening; two volunteers host overnight. There have been as many as four 
homeless families needing the shelter at one time. Direct Service and Donation 

The Community Services Organization is a county-wide initiative that brings together 
government agencies, independent  faith based and non profit orgaizations under direction of a 
unifying authority to track emergency assistance. The CSO mission is to bring about coordinated 
communication and accountability measures and tracking information and a collaborative, 
efficient service environment in Beaufort County: bcgov.net. Two SEJ activists attend these 
meetings and bring back relevant information.  Advocacy. 

First Books believes a child’s education is their way out of poverty. The largest and fastest- 
growing network of educators in the US exclusively serving kids in need, according to the 
website..  Donation 

Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse (CODA) has merged with Hope Haven to form Hopeful 
Horizons and expand their impact in the community: to be, the voice for victims and to educate 
the public and thus prevent child abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault. UUFB donates 



money for the mission and paper goods, etc. to replace consumable items at the facility; UUFB 
also participates in the CODA Race for Love.   

Broad River School  Donation for clothing for young students. 

St. Helena Elementary School Donation for school uniforms 

Marshview Cooking School dinners began monthly at Gullah Grub to help support children’s 
cooking classes. Young people cook and serve the meal under supervision. UUFB through 
members and friends support the classes individually by attending dinners. Donation. 

Penn Center Michael Webb, Director of York W. Bailey Museum and Director of PR and 
Marketing met with SEJ Activists. There may be volunteer opportunities in 2018 preserving old 
Penn School documents and in being docents. Also in 2018, The National Park Service is 
expected to begin renovations of Darrah Hall at Penn Center as part of The Reconstruction Era 
National Monument designation. 

 UUFB participation in Adopt a Highway has been terminated due to high traffic volume on 
narrow road and lack of UUFB coordinator. 

2017 SEJ  distribution of budgeted  money per UUFB SEJ guidelines is in line with actual 
donations. 

ACTUAL    RECOMMENDED BY SEJ 

National and international     24%                                  10% 

Local                                     66%                                   80% 

Educational              10%                                   10% 
      UUFB and wider community   

2018 Objectives 

• Get a chairperson for the SEJ Activists. 

• Support Indivisible, eg encourage use of Fellowship Hall for committee meetings. 

• Find a project that the majority of UUFB members support and work on. 
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 Attachment:  SEJ DONATIONS 2017  


