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Pastoral Care 

• Much pastoral care happens in short conversations here and there – and is 
confidential in nature. A few members have been dealing with serious health and 
personal issues. Our Care Team is good at reaching out and tactfully offering 
care. 

• In May Beth Moon, Jennifer Ojulewa, and I met together to discuss the 
procedures for the Care Team. We also considered current and upcoming Care 
Captain vacancies for the Neighborhood Circles. All those vacancies have been 
filled! 

• Of course, there have been many cards sent and phone calls received/made in 
the wake of Jim Key’s hospitalization, diagnosis, and passing. I will be meeting 
with the Key family on June 7th or 8th to plan a memorial service, to be held here 
at UUFB on Saturday, June 17th, at 2:00 p.m. Rev. Nan White plans to be here to 
participate in the service. There may be others participating from the UUA. 

Worship 

• Summer Services are scheduled, with a good variety of voices to be heard on 
Sundays in the summer. As a reminder, the summer theme is “Who We Are,” and 
will be interpreted broadly to showcase the Unitarian Universalist faith, both 
locally and elsewhere. 

• We have engaged Mike Partain as our summer musician! Mike is an experienced 
church musician who plays piano, mandolin, and other instruments. Chris 
Raskind and I met with Mike to orient him to our summer order of service, gave 
him a list of our most commonly sung hymns, and laughed a lot during the 
process! I think he will bring professionalism, good humor, and a few good 
surprises to our summer worship. 

• On Thursday, May 25th, I led a service of readings, music, and prayer, to hold in 
our hearts and lift up the names of UUFB members and friends struggling with 
serious illnesses. Each affinity group had a representative who offered a reading. 
While attendance was light, it was meaningful for those who were there. (This is 
also pastoral care…) 

• I was very happy to include the Rev. Linda Slabon and her wife Toni Tollerud in 
our worship service on June 4th. This had been planned in advance, and I’m glad 
it worked well to have them leading the congregation in singing – especially 
given the difficult news we were all processing.  

• I attended a UUA webinar on “De-centering Whiteness in Worship” on Thursday, 
June 1st. There were a lot of ideas shared in a short time (1 hour), and more 
such webinars are planned. 





UUFB Community 

• Continuing: Work on updating sections of the website, as I have time, in 
consultation with Jeanine. The Membership Development Task Force has also 
been asking groups to review and revise their web content.   

• Ms. Deborah Smalls gave us her notice on June 4th, that she would be leaving us 
by the end of June. Her brother in Atlanta is ill, and needs her care. We will need 
to hire someone to take her place asap. 

• Ellen Kelley and I co-led a Connections Class on May 21st which was attended by 
7 people. One – Mary Mack – has subsequently signed the membership book. 

Beaufort Community/Interfaith 

• I attended the dedication service for the new Grace Chapel AME church on May 
28th. The new facility is on Holly Hall Road, and quite impressive. 

• I will participate in a United Interfaith Coalition remembrance service for the 
Charleston Nine on Friday, June 16th. On Saturday, June 17th, the UICC is 
sponsoring a day of activity and reflection on the Joys and Challenges of Living in 
Beaufort. While I’ve been active in the planning of both events, I will not be 
participating in the Saturday event. 

• Reminder: I’ve accepted an invitation to give a presentation & answer questions 
about Unitarian Universalism at United Church on Thursday, June 8th at 6:30pm. 
This conflicts with the UUFB Board meeting. This is part of a series of “Second 
Thursday” programs United is offering, to help foster interfaith understanding 
and acceptance with their own members.   

Professional Development 

• I will attend both UUMA Ministry Days and UUA General Assembly in New 
Orleans June 19-25. I will be on study leave the week immediately following GA. 

• As of yesterday, a memorial service for Jim Key is being planned for General 
Assembly, to be co-led by Rev. Nan White and me. The date/time/place is TBD. 

• UUMA provided peer coaching is finished for the year. As I’ve said before, this 
has been immensely helpful for me – and at a cost of $100 for monthly sessions 
during the program year, the price is certainly right.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Lori Hlaban 


