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The ministerial search committee, consisting of Betty Chamlee 

Miller, Ben Sellers, Brendagael Beasley-Forrest, Liz Key, Larry Meisner 

and myself, began its work at a retreat in July. 

Our goal is to find UUFB’s next settled minister.  Once we have 

found our ideal match, the search committee will inform the board, 

who will then inform the congregation.  The congregation will have an 

opportunity to meet and be with the prospective minister, and will take 

a special vote to call that person as our minister.  All of that happens in 

the spring of 2016. 

In the meantime, there are a lot tasks to complete. Generally, 

those tasks involve describing our congregation, as realistically as we 

can, in ways of interest to prospective ministers. And to assess, as 

appropriately as we can, what qualities are longed for by UUFB in a new 

settled minister. It’s kind of like going on match.com with lots of skillful 

help from the UUA at every step along the way. There’s a timeline for 

the search that we’re required to follow if we want a fellowshipped UU 

minister. 

  Right now, MSC is finishing a survey to be taken by the entire 

congregation. We’re asking everyone’s help to please answer your 

survey questions thoughtfully. The survey will be mailed to those who 

don’t use email. While it includes questions that indicate our 

aspirations for our future; we also want it to provide an appropriate 

picture of what UUFB is like right now. The survey also contains a 

section from the Right Relations Task Force. Every prospective minister 



will be interested in how we at UUFB uphold our relationships with 

each other, with our minister, and with our staff.  

The MSC will soon be sponsoring porch talks for the entire 

congregation through the neighborhood circles, using friendly 

discussion to gain more insight for UUFB’s on-line description of 

ourselves. Once more we invite your help and participation. 

 We’ll offer an interesting and important workshop on Saturday, 

November 7 from 1-4 titled “Beyond Categorical Thinking.” Please mark 

your calendar as we will need your help at this workshop as well. 

 A negotiating team has been selected by the board and will be 

working to put together a compensation package. 

 Members of the MSC are available for conversation and to answer 

questions. We can talk about our timeline and our process, but as we 

move further along in the process and have names of prospective 

ministers, we are required to keep names confidential within the 

committee. 

There will be further opportunities for your help and input. Please 

listen for requests from Ben Sellers as he will be putting together our 

“packet” to help attract our next settled minister.  

Reverend Kevin is one of several advisors available to the MSC. A 

ministerial settlement representative and the UUA transitions office are 

also available to help us. They advise us on timeline and process, but 

not on ministerial candidates themselves. 


